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The timely announcement of results is crucial, since stakeholders may get suspicious if the
result takes time. Thus delays would lead to uncertainty and a potential for conflict.
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Appendix 1:

PRE-ELECTION CONSULTATION
REGIONAL FORUMS

Data Analysis and Report

March, 2012



1. Introduction:

, / $
7”& @ 6

2. Regional Data Analysis:

)6 6
6 r "1
"6
e &
o G o mowm
. 6 !
L) < =
e D6 /
9 ; !
/ =
76 !

96



2.1 Togdheer Region/ Buroa:
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Figure 16 Distribution of Burao
answers:

The chart indicates that 48 participants
(i.e. 53.3% of Burao participants)
believe that lack of proper voter
education system is the major factor
that would likely affect local council
election. Furthermore, 21.1% of the
participants think multiple voting will be
a major problem during the election;
14.4% said that lack of experience on
the part of some candidates is another
factor that might affect the election.
The three problems on the left side of
the chart account for 88.8% of the
problems mentioned by Togdheer
region participants.
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60 - Figure 3: The distribution of Borama
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3. Common election obstacles for regions
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The first bar on left side of the chart indicates that 205
participants believe that lack of effective voter
education is the main problem that would affect the
forthcoming local council election. The second obstacle
identified by 18.7% of the participants is so called
“multiple voting”. The combination (i.e. the cumulative
effect) of these two obstacles is 75.6%. This means that
75.6% of the entire regional participants do believe that
lack of effective voter education and multiple voting
are the two major issues that would affect the
forthcoming local council election. Consequently, the
other six obstacles stand for 24.4% of the election

obstacles.




As it is, the voter education system serves no purpose as it lacks substance and content. Unless the
voter education is completely overhauled it should not be pursued in its current format. It is essential
that the voter education program be dealt with if the election system is to make any sense.

The second leading problem (multiple voting) stands for 18.7% of the total problems identified
during the regional forums. The cumulative effect of the first two obstacles is 75.6%. In other words,
75.6% of the participants believe that these two problems are the major obstacles that can derail the
entire election system.

The third obstacle shown in figure 5 is logistics issues especially as regards ballot boxes not being
delivered in faraway polling stations. This is an issue about which many participants complain stating
that faraway polling stations have been neglected as ballot boxes are not delivered to such polling
stations simply because it may take more than one day to deliver. NEC regulations stipulate that
ballot boxes should be delivered one day before the election. However, it takes two days to reach
many places in almost all regions. Outdated electoral laws should not infringe upon the rights of
people. It is time that NEC and other primary stakeholders do something about this mistake for
excluding certain portions of society from voting is a crime being committed against citizens of this
country. The issue can no longer be avoided.

Another highly contentious issue mentioned time and again by the audience is so called “tribalism”-
an inherent societal problem that continues to wreak havoc on entire population. At least three
regions’ participants strongly believe that tribalism is one of the obstacles that would affect the local
council election. The participants blame the politicians and political entities whom they say are the
ones employing tribalism in order to achieve their intentions. During previous elections, tribalism was
rife especially during the end of the campaign periods. Tribalism, some participants claim, has been
elevated to cult status ushering in false euphoria.



